
 

 

1970's & 1980's:  An Age of Limits Leads to a Conservative Backlash 

 
The last unit of this US History survey course will focus on the political, economic and social trends of 

the 1970’s & 1980’s that still significantly influence and challenge our nation today.  The trauma of 

Vietnam, political scandal and economic slowdown in the 1970s caused many citizens to lose faith in 

American power and prestige.  A backlash against the rapid changes of the 60s & 70s lead to the so-called 

“Reagan Revolution” of the 1980s when conservative policies prevailed as the Cold War came to an end.   

 

Essential Questions: 
 

Why were the 1970s a period of malaise for many Americans? 
 

Why were the 1980s a period of growing conservatism in the U.S.? 
 

What were the most significant events of the last two decades? 
 

 

 

HW-- Read Textbook pages 627-631; 851-53; 857-860; 869-875 

       --  Written Answers to the following questions Due: Wed. 5/20 

 

 

1) When did the conservative movement start, what issues were important to the “New Right” that   

     emerged, and what was the “conservative coalition?” 

2) What role did the Moral Majority and Christian Coalition play in the rise of conservatism? 

3) Discuss the budget cuts, increase in defense spending, tax cuts, and deregulation that were part of  

    “Reaganomics.” 

4) What was/is the theory of “Supply Side Economics,” and how well did it work? 

5) How did Reagan confront communism, what reforms did Mikhail Gorbachev attempt to make in the  

    Soviet Union, and what ultimately happened to the Eastern European countries in the late 80s and the  

    USSR in the early 90s? 

6) Discuss U.S. interventions in Latin America—Nicaragua, Grenada, and Panama—in the 1980s. 

7) Discuss U.S. interventions in the Middle East—specifically the Iran-Contra Scandal and the Persian  

    Gulf War-- during the 1980s and early 1990s. 

 

 

Reagan Text HW:  Due Wed. 5/20 

Fishbowl Panel Discussions: Wed. 5/27 
 

 

 

Final Exam:  There will be no separate test on this unit.  Instead, your final exam will include more 

multiple-choice questions on this period.  There will be a comprehensive final exam on topics we learned 

about this semester: World War II, Domestic 1950s/Cold War, Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam War, 

and the Rise of Conservatism in the 1970s & 80s.  The final will count for approximately 25% of your 

semester grade.   

 

 


